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LITERARY GUILD—SEPTEMBER SELECTION 


Allen, Hervey. Toward the Morning. 


Aug. 26, 1948. 485p. $3.00. 


This the third volume projected five volume work 
entitled The Disinherited. Seemingly displacing 
City the Dawn now scheduled fourth the series 
but slated third the original plans. The whole 
narrative life the western frontier and its base the 
eastern seacoast the days immediately preceding the 
Revolutionary War when with the ending French and 
British struggles North America the peculiar spirit 
that new continent began solidify and for the first time 
express itself. The entire story center around 


Salathiel Albine, “captivated” the Indians and returned 

asa young man make his place among his own people. 

Though each book the projected tale may read alone 

yet each continuation Sal Albine’s career and 

the whole continued story. For synopses 

1948. earlier books see Forest Fort, Best Sellers, April, 

Readers the earlier books will recall that Albine had, 

1948, the close Bedford Village, been left with the dead 

111. Ecuyer’s wagon and possessions and the company Ed- 

ward Yates just after Bouquet had finished removing the 

Aug. Indian menace from the Western frontier campaign 

devastation down the Ohio valley. The two set out 

1948, the land the dawn and its city, from Bedford 

1948. Philadelphia. With them went Frances Melissa 

Toole, posing Sal’s wife but really his mistress since, 

inan earlier and crude frontier ceremony Sal had, possibly 

1948, been married Jane Sligo, who had later 

disappeared, the Reverend James McArdle, evangelical 


The present book begins with 


the Indians. 


the party route from Bedford Carlisle and carries 
through from October, 1764, March, 1765, when they 
leave Carlisle for Philadelphia. 

During the approximately six months covered the 
story, Sal acquires two children, one potentially Me- 
lissa, and the other waif, 12-year-old Bridget, whose 
grandmother taken death Carlisle before the 
orphaned Bridget can returned her. They spend 
the winter quiet mill providentially provided for 
them; Salathiel frees black slave and arranges the death 
his master; they note the gradual transition from the 
wilder life frontier posts the more settled life 
their bases. Salathiel himself delves deeper into the ways 
civilization and realizes that can make for himself 
place the world his people. They witness Bou- 
quet’s return from the frontier, and Salathiel aids him 
the final disposition liberated white captives returned 
the Indians. 

And then the Reverend James McArdle returns Carlisle 
and arranges mass preaching, monster revival meeting. 
Among others seeks out Salathiel tug him from 
life sin with news that Jane safe and waiting. 
threatens expose but the climax the revival 
such that Salathiel, Melissa, Bridget and 
liberated captive, prepare slip away with Yates 
Philadelphia where Sal will have charge Bouquet’s 
household until Yates can set motion plans for colon- 
izing York state land which the two won card game. 


Added these major points the story are host 
minor details, incidents and subplots and historical trivia 
which Hervey Allen mixes with liberal hand. The 
whole not potpourri historical miscellany but 
full, well-rounded and real tale the life the people 


: 
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who settled the regions and founded the towns which 
live today. Though, this reviewer, Toward the 
Morning seems fall slightly below the level set the 
first two books, still sufficient evidence that its author 
master the art telling tale. Historical back- 
ground authentic, characters are real living people, de- 
velopment the story and Salathiel logical and 
reasonable. Three features mar the book: Salathiel’s 
coldblooded means ridding himself enemy 
arranging accident whose termination was fatal; some 
praise given Free Masonry cohering force for 
order the frontier; Salathiel’s sin the flesh with 
Melissa, adultery fornication the least since there 
does seem some question the validity the 
quasi-hedge ceremony which supposedly united him 
Jane Sligo. the whole the book seems suitable for 
adult readers. 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—SEPTEMBER 
SELECTION 

Smith, Betty. Tomorrow Will Better. 


Aug. 18, 1948. 274p. $3.00. 


Take the leftovers from Tree Grows Brooklyn, luke- 
warm them again and serve watery gruel that the 
pre-publication menu misrepresents filet mignon. There 
you have Tomorrow Will Better. Like the reverse 
the man who protested that his broccoli was spinach, this 
inclines insist, despite the book club experts, 
that Tomorrow Will matter how denomi- 
nated, far from substantial fare, watery, almost meat- 
less dish from which the vitamin content has been dis- 
sipated gush. 


Margy Shannon blooms like violet half-hidden the 
Williamsburg tenements Brooklyn. Despite the squalid 
neighborhood, Margy possesses innate courage and 
directness mind that enable her live apart from her 
surroundings. once realist and dreamer, she knows 
enough admit the existence the life around her while 
avoiding its soiling contact means 
outlook the future. She tender, honest and clean, 
certain that matter how dismal the prospects today, 
tomorrow will better. 


The first little opening toward escape from grim, quarrel- 
ing family life comes for Margy with her first job 
order house. There she makes friends with Reenie, 
brash little girl said have because her dresses 
fit too tightly and her cosmetics flash flamboyantly. Poor 
Reenie goes live with her boy-friend Sal sans benefit 
clergy when religious impasse puts their families 
loggerheads. Reenie finally received into Sal’s home 
after she six months gone with child and the blessing 
the City Hall has legalized their union. 


work Margy never participates the titillating powder- 
room discussions the other girls. She likes them well 
enough but she instinctively preserves herself from these 
occasional manifestations prurience their talk. Margy 
likes Mr. Prentiss too, the boss whom she admires with 
detached, from-afar sort attitude. Mr. Prentiss, 
turn, thinks frequently Margy, especially those mo- 
ments when his coy little-old-lady mother with childish 
naiveté ties another knot the apron strings that have 
bound and trussed him for forty years. 


Allen Smith 
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Romance slithers into Margy’s life the person 
Malone, hard-working, serious young fellow 
girls who are forward. After embarrassing incident 
hallway with one the latter, Frankie begins life 
ciate Margy’s reserve. The appreciation grows 
Margy, slightly vague about love but drawn him 
the mother instinct which his solitary struggling 
appeals, accepts the proposal and looks marriage Adults 
second step the escape toward freedom and the quite disa 
life. hardly 


Unfortunately, Frankie does not make 
husband. cannot abide the demonstrations 
His nervous recoil from tender advances lays 
groundwork for growing barrier between them. Vance, 
child granted them, Frankie’s first reaction Thread. 
destroyed. Margy objects firmly that marriage 


strange 
children practically marriage all. Since they 
4 the excel 

not afford real hospital, Margy bears her baby 
makeshift clinic run seedy doctor for the all 


absolutely poor. 
During her early pregnancy, Margy visits the girls th} the 
mail-order house. course she visits Mr. Prentiss thread” 
When her newly awakened physical powers react bring 
mently, almost violently, the touch Mr. distracted 
hand, Margy begins wonder why was not ever discovery 
with Frankie. This wonder develops into doubt and afte} and self-s 
her experience the maternity clinic, she and 
come understanding that guarantees the past, 
dissolution their marriage. For Frankie breaks traught 
and admits his hopelessness husband. The 
closes Margy leaves the sleeping Frankie over come 
side the bed, some strange impatience much 
nightgown and write Mr. Prentiss—whose mother ha} and Mini 
since passed away—a letter asking for her old job that 


The concluding implication stands out clearly that tomor} But lac 

row will better. ness 

The history Margy Shannon lacks much that was Cassius 

the first Brooklyn novel. The humor falls short 


rorties 1n 
thi 
youth, 


the poignancy dulled. Margy herself falls short 
heroine. fact, there are touches the Reenie 
that far outdistance Betty Smith’s best efforts with Marg. 


However, Miss Smith still authentic and excellent with 
her backgrounds: Frankie Malone’s father studying sen 
balming and making everyone table queasy with the} 
gruesome details; the office girl routine the every 
house; the pre-nuptial drinking the Malone and 
non men; the chatter the mothers the clinic bring 
visited the puffed-up fathers; the little touch 
the Manhattan socialites dabbling United 


Washi 
sessed 
lived 


welfare. These are good scenes but the most 
drawn character the book Margy’s mother, Flo. Here 


the picture the vigorous drudge, drained hope and 
. . . . 
constantly complaining, the illogical, unreasoning and 


unreasonable, dried-out, contradictory, whining and bit 


contestable. 
and 


finds 

ruin 
make 
best they seem spring from some 


Alas, Flo does not suffice save Margy who should 
the book. Margy seems live too unreal life. Her 
most powerful motives are either vague utterly 
known. 


girl scout oath that Margy cannot comprehend but 
mits herself follow. the other hand, for girl attic, 
had only bit high school, some Margy’s 
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1948 


tions are distinctly graduate school level. 
the author brings that old writers chestnut about 
the childhood experience being lost big strange 
world, throwback that symbolizes the hopes and fears 
Nor can omit the one about the poor girl 
who gets herself trouble. Such stuff has been done 
These themes turn too easily into 
gush. 

Adults who enjoyed Tree Grows Brooklyn will 
quite disappointed with Tomorrow Will Better. 
hardly worth the time takes read. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D. 


The Secret 


$2.75. 


Vance, Ethel (Grace Zaring Stone). 
Thread. Harper. Sept. 1948. 


strangely disappointing novel this; one that has all 
the excellences well-told suspense story, which 
the suspensefulness outweighs the story, because the story, 
when all told, seems have point, direction, 
unifying and satisfying denouement. never clear 
the reader just what the author intended the “secret 
thread” be; nor does search for concealed suggestion 
bring light any conclusive clue. realization 
distracted mind that its weakness has been 
discovery the nobility soul capable hopeless 
and self-sacrificing devotion, spite the most adverse 
circumstances? some purging recapture time 
past, reprise d’un temps perdu which cleanses dis- 
characterization and suspense seems wasted when you 
come the last page this story which, somehow, has 
much common with Graham Greene’s Brighton Rock 
and Ministry Fear, least evoking atmosphere 
that breathless with menace, prickling with cold horror. 
But lacks the allegorical significance, the seed great- 
ness the younger and more philosophical novelist. 

Cassius Terhune had been raised Aunt who 
down-at-heels boarding house backwater the west 
Forties Manhattan; but turn fortune was able 
through college, fulfilling the promise bright 
youth, and had become success: president college, 
with comfortable income, and enough recognized ability 
sent special investigator and administrator 
Germany. man who demanded answer 
every problem, eventually found the paradoxes 
misery the ruins post-war Europe disturbing enough 
bring nervous collapse. After months con- 
valescence the Bavarian Alps, returning the 
United States make his personal report the bureau 
Washington. But arrived New York, and almost 
against his wish, delays leaving for Washington, ob- 
with desire revisit the old house which 
lived child. his last night sea has had 
foreboding dream, which found himself 
that old house and under compulsion search for 
something something that eluded his comprehension 
and his grasp, atmosphere disembodied terror. 
finds the house standing almost alone vast area 
all the others have already been torn down 
way for new housing The lock the 
door not caught and wanders through the remem- 
bered but sadly run-down rooms, until reaches the 
attic, where had lived child. finds stacked 
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with smuggled cases liquor and nylon stockings, realizes 
that there danger the racketeers returning now that 
nearly night; reaching for the shelf which had 
kept his books, falls and breaks his ankle. Here, help- 
less under litter boxes, found girl six- 
teen, gamine the streets poverty, but inno- 
cence and outer hardness almost incredible. She tells 
him frankly that danger, having discovered the 
hide-away, and refuses promise any help. But feels 
has been able appeal inner fineness the 
child. She conceals him from her brother, marijuana 
addict, and sends old derelict keep watch 
until she can plan for his escape. Over all her plans lies 
the shadow Mort, the “big-shot”, unscrupulous 
leader the smugglers and When Mort dis- 
covers Terhune, accuses the old man, “Pop”, 
treachery and suspects the girl, Edna, for whom has 
strange affection but whom has never touched. Mort 
more concerned and more enraged his suspicion 
that Edna has fallen love with this intruder than 
his fear exposure. calmly orders Gus, the reefer- 
smoker, murder Pop, betraying his promise Edna not 
harm the old man. Edna manages save Terhune 
from Mort’s wrathful intent murder him lie, saying 
that she has called the police. Terhune found the 
house-wreckers when impossible trace any the 
others. Edna has disappeared. Mort has been murdered 
the reefer-addict. And, strangely now, Terhune’s ob- 
session gone. His neurosis has been exorcised, and 
there promise important post Washington. 
The clue what this all about, the title suggestive, 
occurs page 250, where the shadow spider hanging 
its thread from roof-beam seems now boy 
hanging trapeze, (himself), now tired and destitute 
old woman tired scrabbling the bomb-ruins who 
hung herself, (he found her, and that had been his break- 
ing point abroad), then only darkness without shape. 
Perhaps that the symbolic secret the thread 
life which keeps man anchored? the thread 
hope? the thread faith? the thread the love 
fellow-being, completely unselfish love? 
Even without explanation, the story superbly told 
for those who enjoy having their pulses quickened 
ever-tightening suspense. Perhaps the only secret thread 
that thread which suspended the sword above the neck 
Damocles. Adults will find serious 
this thriller; children and perhaps through 
impatient the long relentless build-up. 

Grady, 

Department English, 

University Scranton 
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McLaverty, Michael. The Three Brothers. 
millan. Aug. 24, 1948. 213p. $3.00. 


This delightful and poignant novel recommended with- 
out reservation. Michael McLaverty writes with com- 
passion and insight, well with lean, supple style 
that makes this story tells absorbing interest and 
vicarious experience that once refreshing and 
minating. 

The story simply that the interweaving lives 
family, centering about the three Caffrey brothers, Robert, 
J., and John, bound together ties blood and 
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affection too often clouded and obscured differences 
character and temperament, but enduring and strong 
time real trouble. 


The three brothers are sons man who kept draper’s 
shop the town Monabeg. Robert, the eldest, un- 
married, and the inheritor his father’s shop—thrifty 
miserliness, self-righteous, ill and wasting his own worry 
and fretting. Yet there something, not only pitiable, 
but lovable about him, spite his grudgery and gruff; 
and this makes credible the indulgent long-suffering 
his half-sister Nelly, good twenty years younger than 
he, who remained keep house for him, sacrificing her 
life, not too unwillingly, though often almost despera- 
tion. the black sheep the family: weak-willed 
and whining cadge, with besotted fondness for horses 
and drink, but gifted, not uncommon, with fine 
voice for song and charming manners, capable whim- 
sical generosity. Disinherited for youthful embezzle- 
ment, returns his declining years embarrass his 
respectable brothers with his antics and obsession that 
there conspiracy diddle him out share the 
ailing Robert’s legacy. The third brother, John, the 
only one who married—a simple and honest man, fond 
his family, proud his four children and for them 
ambitious; practical his faith, unpoetic, uncomplain- 
ing man simple tastes, diligence, and the worries com- 
mon his kind. has opened clothier’s shop Bel- 
fast, which rides tram, day and out, supporting 
his brood frugal middle-class comfort. His one desire 
give his children education that will guarantee their 
security and give him pride their being better estab- 
lished the respect the community than feels him- 
self be. Ann teaching school, impatient the dead- 
ening conformity imposed the children and her; 
Brendan employed librarian; Frank make his 
father proud medical doctor; and Eileen, just come 
twenty-one, has had musical training and helps home 
until she shall marry. 
Out this wholesome fabric the story fashioned, 
story that could told many family; but illu- 
mined with that compassion for human weakness and 
shortsightedness, coupled with understanding the 
good the depths human hearts which, together, in- 
formed with love God, spell charity. The aging 
ailing Robert’s stubborn industry and ceaseless preoccupa- 
tion with profit his trade, Nelly’s harried patience and 
instinctive kindliness, John’s earnest but short-tempered 
efforts just and decent, Frank’s adolescent revolt 
against concentrated effort and family pride, the artless 
loneliness half-daft Johnny M., these are more im- 
portant than the line the plot-development; because 
people that this story depends. The romance 
city-bred Eileen and the country carpenter, Philip Doran, 
clean and bright sun drenched mist. There 
mawkishness it, nor any trace Freudian molochism. 
Nelly herself, scarcely ten years older than her niece, had 
had hopes Philip; but when she realizes that her dream 
too late for fulfillment, she finds that she can warmly 
champion her niece’s marriage. Indeed this bit the 
tale told with superb restraint that penetrating its 
sympathy and wisdom. 
“She had said now what she had thought she could 
never bring herself say: she had cleared her mind, 
and wishing for Eileen what she had all along 
wanted for herself, she felt her heart race forward 


and 
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rush pained joy. The harmony and completens 
her spirit spread out from her she 
that what she was doing was being valued, and 
that knowledge her own face and eyes shone 
with brightness that submerged, for the 
jaded look her own years.” 

There hint the grace writer Michael 

the fine clean edge his sharp power with words, 


abandon 
the 
General 
Summor 
election 
through 
thoughts 
Town, house, shop, fairgrounds, streets, vistas, 
lake—all glow with life and the cherished warmth; 
living. The people are all recognizable; individuals, 
types. They are, the main, Catholic folk and the 
Catholic faith and practice are part the warp and 
their days. Never are they self-conscious 
there sermonizing preaching. 

This excellent novel, and superior Catholic 
which well deserves the selection the 
Book-of-the-Month Club, not for one month only, 
for many years. The Three Brothers will keep 
your bookshelf long after you have discarded 
has the integrity and vitality Sigrid 
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One Clear Call. Viking. 


Sinclair, Upton, 


27, 1948. 626p. $3.50. Crone, 
The pseudo-saga Lanny Budd drawing rapidly 1948. 

hope. With this ninth installment Being 
longest continued story our day the prolific within 
Sinclair carries his synthetic hero through the crucial and 
1944 November that year and the election 
F.D.R. the now historic fourth term. Now confinec 


Agent, Lanny Budd drops his major role spy and local 
sumes that confidential agent who will report grows 


the state mind the peoples liberated commut 
and the forms government they may tend desire. and 
this section the story playboy—art expert—scion 
wealth Lanny Budd, the intimate Hitler and his 
but actually freedom-loving dillettante who finds 
role the war confidential agent for the Presiden: 
begins entering, F.D.R.’s request, Italy just 
Duce’s downfall verify reports that Italian politicians 
aristocrats and generals are ready pull Italy out 
war. aids setting the scene for Badoglio’s 
tion and then travels Germany where feeds 
and Der Dicke the well-worn slush about the 
heading plot assassinate Roosevelt. After that Miss 
tends the Quebec conference and then goes back int} 
Germany for information the developing secret Catholi 
before can follow out and suspecting that charity. 
and into Italy where sheltered Partisans 
the OSS can send rescue plane. both 
F.D.R. then sends Lanny Palestine report 
burgeoning Palestine Question and upon his return 
Spain check Franco and plant rumor that 
Allied Channel crossing will aimed Holland. 
England for D-Day and finally into France with 
Maquis where persuades the son his 
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abandon Vichy. Lanny then joined the Army 
Intelligence officer, serving with Patch and Patton until 
the crossing the Moselle and persuading German 
General reveal the secrets German defense lines. 
Summoned home Roosevelt just before fourth term 
election day, was given the new mission working 
Europe and collecting reports the 
thoughts and feelings the people the story ends. 


Lanny Sinclair’s protagonist for the theory that peace 
and justice can come world thrown into chaos 
bankers and businessmen only through the 
European brand intellectual Socialism, the sterile, anti- 
derical variety that has been tried and found wanting 
often. With the exception Lanny’ love life, which 
has finally stabilized this book all ways like its rede- 
and suffers from the same still 
playing with his spiritualistic seances and his possible mass 
still the white hope the world, business- 
men and bankers are still the villains, the common people 
will break their grip through Socialism, the hierarchy 
allied with the villains, etc. Lanny’s guise finally wore 
thin that the author was forced dispose him 
aspy, (the results achieved that field were almost 
valueless), and give him new mission which will form 
the subject matter the next book. The book suitable 
for adult readers who not care very much what they 
may chance read. 


Crone, Anne. Bridie Steen. Scribner’s. Aug. 23, 
304p. $3.00. 


eing old country, small and oppressed, Ireland has 
within its narrow limits dance local traditions 
and variety provincial ways life. Those rural 
who stay Ireland seem resigned quiet, 
confined life; each generation takes something 
local habitation and gives something back that world 
within world, and all the leveling speed modern 
communcation has not succeeded rubbing out the dents 
and knots character whereby Irishman reflects his 
native hills. that, despite certain basic sameness 
the Irish character, there new pleasure every time 
McManus Laverty O’Brien artistically gives 
life set Irish people their own soil; and 
that Anne Crone, because she loves the land and has 
made live print, will awaken and sustain the interest 
wide audience. That she has, however, Lord 
Dunsany says, “written one the great novels our 
time”, is, however, quite debatable, despite the warmth 
the local color and the universality the theme. 


Miss Crone has written border country, small 
the north Ireland. The wretchedly poor 
Catholics and the comparatively wealthy Protestants 
have learned live together outward peace but not 
charity. Bridie Steen, orphan, victim this milieu. 
Her mother was Catholic serving girl, her father the 
Protestant land owners. The marriage shocked 
oth families. After the death her mother child- 
and her father battle, Bridie raised her 
Catholic aunt and uncle. The uncle dies, the aunt goes 
work convent, and Bridie, after working 
domestic servant, finds herself accepted the home 
wealthy grandmother. The domineering old lady 
learns love Bridie, wants her marry her cousin, Wil- 
liam Henry Musgrave, and succeed the Steen land; 


but she insists one provision, that Bridie 
come Protestant. first Bridie resists strongly, through 
superstitious fear the consequences, but then she yields 
the arguments advanced William Henry whom she 
loves. visit from her aunt awakens fear and horror 
the girl; heavy and restless with dread, she wanders out 
over the bog; her body discovered deep hole. 


The makings tragedy are here, for terrible death 
comes naturally good girl because she has been caught 
the blind, continuous, cold war between religious fac- 
tions. Here plight which should universal ap- 
peal, for the same sad struggle, made much part 
Ireland this novel, goes wherever creeds separate 
men. Miss Crone, however, seems have attempted 
pathos rather than tragedy, and her success should 
measured against this aim. Bridie too weak, too form- 
less for greatness. She meant be, and is, wild little 
thing, child the land. She has this much integrity 
that she first appears communing with nature the bog, 
she turns back her own soil when she troubled, and 
she finds her death there. There are other sharp and 
enduring characteristics which tend give clarity and 
cohesiveness her character. Yet vague indefiniteness 
remains. There difficulty presenting Bridie which 
stems from the very nature the task Miss Crone set for 
herself. child nature, with affinity for all growing 
things but without the convictions that are demanded 
this world men, may appealing character but she 
makes difficult material the heroine problem novel. 


Even the pathos Bridie’s appeal weakened defect 
her portrayal. Tenacity religious belief meant 
be, some sense, tragic flaw the girl; but Miss Crone 
develops situation which demands that Bridie hold 
blindly not some dim conviction but irrational preju- 
dice, superstition. Her ignorance abysmal; she has 
faith, belief, only atavistic dread leaving her 
religion. Even granting that she was raised one 
those Catholics who make religion thing fear and 
dread, and even allowing for great deficiency her edu- 
cation, still impossible comprehend her appalling 
ignorance. Thus Bridie seems unreal, impossible, the 
reader who knows the Catholic Faith from the inside; for, 
though the complicated structure her character 
fascinating, the mind must eventually advert the ab- 
sence foundation. 


condemnation blind prejudice, Bridie Steen has 
some merit: and tendentious novel. The Catholics 
not know their religion, the Protestants have little 
either knowledge belief; yet the two factions face 
each other across unbridgeable hostility. damning 
such blindness or, rather, portraying that must 
damned, Miss Crone has done well. should not 
said, however, both jacket and introduction say, 
that she has written with complete objectivity. She never 
even suggests, she might have, that neither side could 
find warrant for uncharitableness religion; and though 
true that she does not side with either Catholic 
Protestant, she does indicate favored point view: the 
strong cry wrung from the heart William Henry after 
the discovery Bridie’s body—the last speech the 
book—is effect appeal behalf that most im- 
possible all paradoxes, creedless faith. 


William Hill, 
University Scranton 
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Ronald, James. The Angry 


Aug. 25, 1948. 250p. $2.75. 


Here are weighty matters serve bases for hammock 
fiction. Prolonged infantilism, maternal domination, in- 
herited disease, homo-sexuality, dishonest marriage con- 
tract and suicide, all discreetly handled, are only instru- 
ments whereby Cinderella wins her prince. 

Pleasantly told and without undue strain the reader’s 
part, the story Janet Graham, orphaned niece the 
invalided Deborah Olifant, overshadowed that 
her pretty, irresponsible cousin, Fern, for 
mother determined make successful marriage. This 
effected eventually with Peter Thackray, the man whom 
Janet loves, and against the bitter and outspoken objection 
Lesley Winter, the tailored and masculine older-woman 
friend Fern’s. Less than year after her marriage, 
Fern develops the crippling disease with which her mother 
stricken, symptoms which had shown themselves 
childhood. One attempt suicide having failed, Fern 
slyly saves her sleeping pills until she has enough 
try again more successfully. hidden note which she 
has thoughtfully left forestalls any serious consequence 
the murder charge which Lesley thereupon brings 
against Janet. After which, Janet marries Peter; leaves 
the stuffy law office which his kindly uncle has in- 
stalled him; and they depart for the unimproved New 
Mexico ranch has always dreamed of. 


The Angry Woman? That Lesley Winter, successful 
business woman, whose adult life more wholesome 
and less pitiful than her dirty, hungry childhood 
the Pennsylvania coal fields. 

Serialized McCall’s Magazine, this has probably been 
read thousands women subscribers. seems too 
bad open new channels for through the bookstalls. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Caldwell, Erskine. This Very Earth. Duell, Sloan 
and Pearce. Aug. 20, 1948. 254p. $2.75. 


This very earth would sordid and futile place live 
Erskine Caldwell’s account its people and life were 
representative sample. Fortunately, however, the book 
typical only the preoccupation which its author 
has repetitiously resigned himself: concentration the 
social backwardness and moral distortion illiterate 
whites the South unrelieved artistic catharsis 
spiritual perspective. 

The Crockett family, recently deprived death their 
mother, are the central figures. Chism, the father, 
devoted almost exclusively hunting possum and avoid- 
ing farm-life with its inevitable concomitant, work. Ex- 
cept for the guidance Grandpa, who disapproves 
their sire thoroughly sympathizes with their 
troubles, the children drift with nothing 
sembling parental care. solitary effort guid- 
ance exerted behalf eleven-year-old Jarvis. The 
first lesson occurs possum hunt when the boy 
forcibly made drunk corn whiskey his father 
indoctrination the ways the world. sequel 
Chism provides initiation into the mysteries sex 
stripping two negro girls box car and forcing one 
upon Jarvis. 


Ronald Caldwell Huxley 


For the most part, the other children fare little 
even though spared such pedagogy. Jane, the 
while still school arouses the appetite 
football coach; after several torrid sessions the 
and his car, her lover determines upon divorce 
wife who “never understood me”. Vickie, the 
finds working the Rainbow Cafe means ready 
cess series lovers. The climactic affair her 
comes with Congressman Dan Blalock, whose hotel 
and whiskey she repeatedly shares before finally 
him Washington under arrangement 
called secretaryship. Her own father connives with 
concubinage for few drinks and promise Ape and 


profligate who holds her love despite brutal nightly 
cinerator 


horror 
ity into 
the 
devil 

skims 
phemous 
hatred 
Jonah’s 
nounces 
sits 
will 


ings and his order that she engage street robak 
get money for his gambling. 
Ross, the only successful child, has finished But the 
and become refuge for the others their misanthr 
though his efforts are invariably frustrated. When 


one day discovers his wife the law office, 
divorce being arranged. The ensuing quarrel 
minates his killing Dorisse with 
dies heart failure the scene; Nobby becomes 
tive for the bloodhounds; Chism belatedly 


his failure parent, but life must and whistls The 


for his hunting dogs conclusion. phal 
The futility the whole picture what commonly 
today realistic fiction. Yet the emphatic 
visit asylum the grand tour. The effect shock 
ing, and Caldwell content merely shocking 
though not convincing. More than that, the orderlines 
necessary art totally lacking. There can orde 
without purpose: not the lives the Crocketts 
sarily, for evil fact, but least the mind 
creator. Caldwell never implies standard other 
respectability, unless Grandpa speaks for him viewix 
it’s not easy name such things. Every person has 
find his own meaning the good things life” 
53-4). The Crocketts are pathetic their searches 
the good things, but they are not tragic because they 
universality; Caldwell remains detached from 
not even developing the indignation social worker 
rectifying conclusion, which Chism sees his failure, 
hopelessly outweighed the previously prolonged 
grossness that proportion never attained. While the 
brutality and viciousness are not accompanied 
cious tone, yet there positive value gained from 
them. Surely, for example, characterization 
provident father, even one ignorant Chism, could The 
achieved without his arranging fornication and 
his children. There seems basis which 
mend such content any class readers. 
John Carroll University, ley pres: 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
Huxley, Aldous. Ape and Essence. Harper. 
19, 1948. 205p. $2.50. and oth 
This again the pungently ammoniacal Huxley Brave} the dev 


New World and Antic Hay, writing with 


a 
| 


119 


ittle the accelerating trend modern man’s amoral- Brave New World and Antic Hay, fixes 

into bestial immorality, headlong Gadarene descent sexual promiscuity the sign human depravity. His 

into the abysses demonism. apocalytpic satire, satire terrible its flagellation. Man, under the power 

devil dance the reign Belial, the anti-Christ; and Belial, has become completely animal, and has re- 

rce from skims and skirts and times plunges into the verted annual rutting period; losing the power 

the phemous- Mr. Huxley has Old Testament prophet’s procreate person, individual; capable repro- 

ready hatred Hollywood, symbol the worst manifesta- duction only species, apes, baboons. 

her man’s complacent depravity, and something The philosophic explanation man’s downfall into de- 


hotel delight the climate his Nineve 

ally the wickedness the place and its people, but 
the sun, shaded green vine leaves watch how 

Ape and Essence is, purportedly, for motion 
which has been rejected and saved from the in- 
ightly bea the author and someone named “Bob”, who 
probably intended typical the successful staff- 


handsome, not quite virile, stupidly romantic. 
passers-by from his remote 


But the writer 
misanthropist who warns 

ranch-house gate with the sardonic quatrain: 
“The leech’s kiss, the squid’s embrace, 

The prurient ape’s defiling touch: 
And you like the human race? 

No, not much.” 

The which Mr. Huxley 
“movie script”, (the title: “Ape 
sort perspective consumes 
half-realized Bob, during which they 
the ranch address the script they have 
find that its author has 
ocking 
orderlines 
orde 
cketts 
other tha 
life” 
searches for 
uched. The 
failure, 
prolonged 
While the 
sale 
gained from 
sm, could 
ich recom 


‘hen 

edly 


“without change and without comment 
This script, “Ape and 
men might 2108, D., after 
War, waged with bacterial and biological viruses wel 
with atomic explosives, 
humanized demoniacally possessed 
“The Thing”. 
New Zealand, which because its geogra 
ness has been spared the 
war, comes the coast Southern 
the after effects the man-made cataclysm. 
the thirteen members the expedition captured 
the remnant humans who are living the ruins 
Los Angeles. 
all mechanical skills have 
their fuel for cooking found 
into the fires that roast beef 


tree. 


printed, 


. 


slaughtered 


They are ruled ruthlessly totalitarian State, heade 


which worships 
demons. Inspired, perhaps, 
deliberate perversion the 


Ph.D, 


University, ley presents hierarchy demon-cultists which 
Ohio verse parody the Catholic Church’s hierarchy. That 
means this any real contempt hatred the 

tended, judge from some references Benedict 


xley Brave 


put his apocry- 
and into 
thirty-two pages 
between himself and 
journey out 
escued from 
been dead six weeks 
and buried lonely grave the desert, under Joshua- 
the pseudo-script 


describes the world 


Third World 


referred the de- 
descendants its sur- 
scientific expedition from 
phical remote- 
dous destruction the 
California investi- 
One 


) 


finds these people utterly depraved 
been lost, they live like savages 
the libraries, book 
their clothing obtained from the corpses dug 
the fabulous cemeteries and around Hollywood. 
“Chief”, and completely dominated religion-in- 
Belial, the Blow-fly, prince 
stories the “black mass” 
Christian sacrifice, Hux- 


and others, merely the most logical organization for 
the devil parody and pervert, that the truth 


monic depravity, 
eunuchoid Arch-Vicar Belial comment that has the 
horrifying sound fact, the syllogistic logic con- 
clusion drawn ineluctably from proven 
premises. 
Mr. Huxley, though sounds like present-day 
Jeremias, has not the profundity Jeremias, because 
lacks, (and this indeed unfortunate), clear and con- 
suming faith God and the goodness God. His faith 
positive Law. Love, Mr. Huxley’s phil- 
osophy, the natural mutually reciprocal love man 
for woman, woman for man; monogamous, constant 
love, true; but the love Eastern philosophies; not 
the love that sanctified and transformed the love 
God, the charity which tends more and more selfless- 
ness and perfection; the love man for the love God. 
Yet, may doing Mr. Huxley something injustice. 
difficult define man’s belief from his horror 
sin, his hatred for conscious malice. makes final 
fillip his extraordinarily powerful allegory with quo- 
tation from (“Adonais” LIV) invoking 
sustaining the fire for which all thirst 
consuming the last clouds cold mortality”. Never- 
theless, the thrust the satire weakened that fatal 
weakened even the best 


indecision, which, incidentally, 
admired Mr. Huxley. 


poetry the Shelley who much 
Adults, being warned, may read this book; but is, not 


for young stomachs. 
Grady, 


Department English 


Lancaster, Bruce. Bugles Tonight. Atlantic- 
Little, Brown. Aug. 19, 1948. 325p. $3.00. 


Again Bruce Lancaster has chosen the active theater 
the Civil War though this time, contrast The Scarlet 
Patch, the scene the story laid more the South 
and West and there less the actual violence battle. 
bugles blow night for artillery sergeant who be- 
comes spy, confidential agent who penetrates deeply 
into Confederate territory gather military intelligence 
which will guide the movements Northern Armies 
their drives wrest control key points from the Rebels. 
Bugles Tonight self-centered gunnery sergeant, 
Whipple Sheldon, who the first year the war had 
sought only his own advancement learns that cause 
can greater than and becomes self- 
sacrificing Union agent whose work aided vitally the 
drives capture Vicksburg and Chattanooga. 


Detached with Kinnyard’s Ohio Battery, 
Whip Sheldon and his friend Tom Madden are sent with 
group men deep into Georgia under the leadership 
James Andrews, accomplished Union agent. There 


they are sabotage railroad which carried supplies 
from Atlanta Chattanooga that Union Army Corps 


could drive from Tennessee into Alabama without inter- But Goebbels was always anomaly among the Hobart, 
ference from Confederate concentrations eastern Ten- leaders. Unlike most the others, was highly Merrill. 
nessee. Whip self-centered youngster seeking only cated, having attended eight different universities. 
his own glory and because his nature distrusts Andrews. was despised them well the people whom 
does not participate the theft locomotive which misled; yet his own scorn for them was less false 
begins the Andrews raid but tails along with the Con- did not possess the ability genius; nor did 
federate pursuit until the Union raid broken. When unlimited powers. But the cynicism that the 
attempts escape with the others, meets the osophy, which came him youth, enabled him must 
process Sharon McDaniel, Union sympathizer from forge his way forward, help bring the Nazi regime 
Confederate occupied East Tennessee. aids Sharon power, and force the people resist until 
escape the cost his own capture. every inch their land had been conquered and 
Andrews and his captured raiders are imprisoned The 
American version the Black Hole Chattanooga. the frail, emaciated child 
Though Andrews could have escaped remained with caused walk with limp. (He did not have the weal 
his men knowing that death spy awaited him whereas was popularly believed.) Absorbing all the argu 
the others would face only imprisonment soldiers under his own day and the past, 
order detached service. His conduct began change discarded his Catholicism and practiced sented- 

Whip’s outlook the war. When they finally escaped thereafter. Aimlessly wandering about search wor} Events 
all but Whip and Tom were recaptured and subsequently first heard Hitler speak 1922 and immediately where 
executed. They two reached the Union lines and safety. party. However did not remain mute 
But Whip was longer the self-seeking man had one time openly denounced the Fuehrer and Katya 
been. With the example Andrews and the other Lenin the “national However the 
raiders before him felt constrained sense duty was short-lived and Goebbels was soon won over out 


accept assignment confidential agent contact 
“the right sort people” the Confederacy and send 
vital military intelligence the North. the guise 
sympathetic Canadian broker worked through 
Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi for almost year. 
the very outset his mission learned that Penn 
Grainger, whom had known Southern girl during 
his days with the Artillery, and Sharon McDaniel were 
also Union agents. several occasions Whip narrowly 
escaped capture but finally was caught only escape 
freak accident and make his way the Union forces 
around Vicksburg. There brought information which 
aided Grant and Sherman the preliminary manouver- 
ing and fighting which sealed the fate Vicksburg. 
the conclusion the siege Whip returned Tennessee 
officer Kinnyard’s Battery. There participated 
the battle above the clouds that wrested Chattanooga 
and eastern Tennessee from the Rebs. the story 
closes, Whip and Penn, Tom and Sharon are reunited. 
story Bugles Tonight definitely inferior The 
Scarlet Patch. The writing extremely uneven being 
ing tale and the historical background, usual with 
Lancaster, seems accurate. the one elaborated battle 
scene, that Chattanooga, the author his best. The 
book’s only fault occasional profanity—otherwise 
suitable for anyone. 


Riess, Curt. Joseph Aug. 


19, 1948. xvi, 367p. $3.95. 


Could Joseph Goebbels stand before the German people 
today, witnessing the mounting tension among the Allies 
Berlin, probably would summon all the irony 
and contempt which made his speeches effective, and 
repeat over and over: “That what said would hap- 
And undoubtedly many them would nod their 
heads agreement with the speaker. Yet, there would 
among these very same people many, who only short 
time ago shouted that this was the man, the Propaganda 
Minister, who led them their ruin, and whom they 
hated above all else. 


personal conversation his new master. Never fine Kat 
Goebbels dream becoming leader. was too only 
scious his own inability. His life was lived has com 
the shadow his self created demi-god. father, 
When Hitler formed his cabinet 1933 there was 
need for Minister Propaganda; the people had alread 
been won over the new ideology. But was his 
reward and soon had embraced within his orbit 
plete control the radio, press, films, and stage, 
the Fuehrer much the latter needed his her 
Minister. Many times Goebbels had saved 
himself when became involved affairs the 
after his marriage. And several these exploits Ang 
widely spread abroad. too were the numerous 
real progandist always found his way out and proved 
art greater than the situation. 
farmers 
Much the information presented this biography wa} Edw: 
gathered the author from Goebbels’ own writings 
other materials which have already appeared 
The greater part, however, comes from the testimony 
relatives and close associates the subject. These terialisn 
been interviewed the author when attended th} 
Nuremberg trials and did research for his work. fronts 
general must stated that this work adds 
little the existing knowledge Dr. Joseph 
Almost every thought leaves with the impression the 
has been heard read somewhere before. Even the 
biographer’s own comments seem very repetitious 
However, not without its merits for the many inte- 
esting sidelights throws the unique character Thus 
subject. especially beneficial for the facts 
about propaganda techniques and Goebbels’ own 
sion and interpretation propaganda. The serious 
dent will find suitable companion The Goebbel Grandn 
Diaries. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, the 
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Hobart, Alice Tisdale. The Cleft Rock. Bobbs- 


Merrill. Aug. 23, 1948. 376p. $3.00. 


Here again Mrs. Hobart offers exposé social and 
abuses resultant from exaggerated belief 
set values—that might right, that early 
can racial strains must flourish unsullied foreign taints, 
that the monopoly system the name free enterprise 
must allowed thrive unrestricted law. The story 
perhaps important, but many readers will find 
dificult accept generality the author’s sharp dis- 
describe the wicked and the exploited. 

The story concerns Katya Suvorov, Russian refugee, and 
Peter, her son. Through Katya becomes the story 
the wealthy Dodd family California and through both 


all the the argument for government control power and water 


the vital Central California Valley pre- 


sented. 

Events open exotic note Lahususu, Manchuria, 
where Edward Dodd, Government service, 
after the first Great War. Living with him 
Katya Suvorov whom had met her first appearance 
ina Harbin cafe. This cart before the horse episode 
out character for both cautious Edward and essentially 
fne Katya and, inasmuch soon marries her, can 
only have been inserted for reader allurement. Edward 
has come Manchuria escape the domination his 
power baron Jeremy Dodd, but greater 


need find himself longing for the Central Valley 


home where generations Dodds have lived and planted 
their vast holdings land. the eve promotion 
his new work cable from his mother recalls him 
Oakland and his sick father. 

the failure the Dodds accept Katya because 
her foreign birth, Mrs. Hobart holds scorn that 
element the world’s melting pot that would make tiers 
society founded the narrow-minded principle 
supremacy. Nor are the Dodds singly guilty 
Peter Suvorov’s early years, while becomes wholly 
American not spite his name but because he, 
turn, holds the Mexicans inferior and only because 
their money equal value will the white Valley 
farmers accept two Negroes their co-operative. 


Edward Dodd the author portrays the idealist, man 
forever vacillating between realization the dream and 
compromise with reality—weak, selfish, opportunist, 
moulded type, too long steeped the comforts ma- 
terialism see beyond the obvious. When Jeremy Dodd 
enlists the service detective trace Katya’s past, con- 
fronts his son with his knowledge their unconventiona 
meeting and life together before marriage, profers his 
opinion that she adventuress and not the desperate 
Edward found her be, and finally threatens 
disown him lieu his divorcing her, the reader 
shocked but not surprised that Edward conforms the 
parental decree. 

Thus deserted and ignorant the law, Katya agrees 
give the Dodd name she accepts financial settle- 
ment. San Francisco her son Peter born shortly 
afterwards unknown the Dodds. the death 


Grandmother Dodd seven years later one hundred the 
Dodd Valley acres are willed Katya. When she re- 
fuses surrender the land which she considers 
young Peter’s heritage, Jeremy Dodd decides dispose 
the balance the property, retaining only the homestead 
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that Edward, about run for state senator, might occupy 
it. this time, spite paternal disapproval his 
stand, Edward enters the political arena espousing the 
cause state water control the interests the small 
landowner. 

Then follows great length the heroic struggle for sur- 
vival Katya and Peter, Mishka, Daria, and Song, the 
family Russian religious who work with them. 
this Mrs. Hobart traces the efforts the small farmer 
from the prosperity the late twenties, through the 
barren thirties, into the more accelerated forties, make 
the arid earth produce. Sympathetically she reveals 
how dependent for water the small holder upon the 
mercy the industrial farmer with his boundless acreage. 
Greed triumphs wealthy Lesly blocks off the supply for 
irrigation from his neighbors. Katya finally forced 
surrender this man whose creed was “What care 
about Hain’t got power?” the robber baron 
vein. Mrs. Hobart the same time examines Dodds- 
town, Valley centre graft, vice, and breeding ground 
for juvenile delinquency. How environment 
ground contribute behavior patterns the formative 
years especially treated the picture crippled 
Ward bullies other children, plays upon their 
sympathies extract from them the loyalty and affection 
withheld from him his struggling parents. Opportune 
contact with John Dodd, step-son Jeremy, deviates 
Peter’s steps from career petty crime, and introduces 
the man who later become his step-father. Organi- 
zation, whether co-operatives, school and home units, 
get-out-and-vote campaigns, extolled the most 
effective means still available combat methods 
used political machines and big business against the 
small operator. The building the gigantic Shasta Dam 
presents vision and promise future security the 
people. Moses was bid: “Take the rod and speak 
unto the rock!”, the answer their necessity, water, 
within the grasp the people utilizing democratic 
methods obtain it. 

The Dodds are not picture men and women moulded 
together mutual respect trust, even family feel- 
ing, but people united preserve their wealth. 
ward Dodd rising power the strength youthful 
enthusiasm conforms family tradition gradually 
softens his semi-radical platform compromise with busi- 
ness interests and finally sell out the electorate please 
his father. That his interest the people was never 
one but only form protest against 
paternal domination discovered too late. 


spite the good Mrs. Hobart intended accomplish 
her line thought bears close examination. Divorce 
accepted between Katya and Edward, though the evils 
such parting where Peter, their child, deprived the 
Dodd name re-echo throughout the story. When Peter 
suggests Song, married the wretched T., that she 
divorce the latter and marry him (p. 351) again con- 
doned. Katya, the wealthy Russian class deposed 
the peasants, identifies herself and other struggling farmers 
with them they revolt against Lesly’s injustices. Re- 
ligion, too, linked with exploitation the wealthy 
Russian Greek Orthodox Katya joins Mishka pray with 
him for rain the Doddstown church. Here the bare 
hall “Katya was first startled the informality and 
then suddenly this democratic approach God seemed 
fit America and bring her into harmony with those 


» 
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around her” (p. 250). Down the street the contrast 
revival meeting adds the lustre individuality this 
“democratic approach”. Mrs. Hobart, generally, fails 
examine closely the causes and effects the Russian 
Revolution and broadly assumes that conditions before 
the uprising Russia and conditions America today 
are similar when she uses these comparisons. What has 
gone behind the frontiers Russia since, and whether 
all that the author would like see accomplished 
America has been brought about there question not 
examined the book. seems unfortunate that this 
tone has been allowed creep but there. The 
timeliness Mrs. Hobart’s story noted the jacket 
reference made the California drought the 
winter 1947-1948. would seem special in- 
terest natives the Valley and while not likely 
that adults will deceived, immature readers had best 
look elsewhere for material the water problem. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Camus, Albert. The Plague. Knopf. Aug 1948. 


278p. $3.00. 


Translated from the French Stuart Gilbert, this book 
Albert Camus one the grimmest books one may 
hope read. the account how Oran, large 
French port the Algerian coast, was racked plague 
for ten months during the 1940’s. The rats, the deadly 
carriers, are first noticed April; the epidemic speedily 
develops, assuming nightmare proportions, during the 
scorching summer and stormy autumn and winter; till 
last February the gates the city are opened once again 
and contact resumed with the outside world. 


putting this appalling story contemporary setting, 
the author certain extent makes vivid similar episodes 
from plague-stricken past—the Black Death, the plague 
seventeenth century London, and on. The isolation 
the town and its victims brilliantly described, the 
forbidding all communication except telegrams, the 
mad struggle some slip past the sentries, the heart- 
sick longing those whom chance had separated from 
their loved ones who happened ide the town 
when the state plague was declared. The shortages and 
the profiteering are described—nothing very new our 
day; and the way which the keenest emotions dwindle 
into apathy, that fantastic existence life becomes 
unreal, and love and grief seem lost the constant 
tive “When will over?” 

The author spares absolutely nothing the physical 
details, both the plague itself and the ghastly prob- 
lem the disposal the dead. The evocation the 
atmosphere extraordinarily well done; the stench, the 


heat, the clanging the ambulance, the shrieks and 
groans. inevitable that the book should labeled 


And that word gives one think. Why should book 
that has something that ugly and repulsive almost 
every page called “powerful”? weights one down 
with hideous oppression. That power, certainly; but 
this case evil power. The book reeks with the 
inevitability death—practically every named character 


the book dies the plague—but compare with the 
with 


“The 


mediaeval chroniclers the Black Death, 


Camus Wecter 


Best 


Address the Soul the Body”, with 


will easy see what wrong with this book. 
completely Godless. The book might almost facts 
diabolic, for with our modern taste for the macabre ity 
certainly find wide public. The whole thing 

fury against suffering. The majority 
the openly state that they not believe 

and the author evidently agrees with them. 
problem the Book Job—the suffering the 
The climax the book lies minute and 
description the slow, agonizing death young 


ments that this occasions. One the characters 
cature priest, Fathe Paneloux (the only priest 
tioned the story) who can nothing but tel] 
suffering flock that all this torture punishment 
sin and test faith. the whole the French and 
understands the Catholic doctrine suffering, might 
has ever heard the phrase “offer up”. all the 
joicings liberation the end, the words prayer 
“church” are not mentioned. The book 
the characters; but praising these men who mad 
discuss! i0 


their own lives save others, exhibits one the 


shrinking from death, together with the repudiation mained 
all that gives value life. Unhappy, often for 
love, lacking belief God, they yet cannot bear tod enty- 
The book horrible, and coldly evil. 
ested seeing how Catholic would treat not 
similar situation, would suggest White Fire, 
Edwards. 
Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 
New York 27,N.Y. 
Lipson, 
sity 
Wecter, Dixon. The Age the Great 
$5.00 
comprising History American Life” have ofte 
dered there would ever volume XIII add 
set. There is. Dixon Wecter’s book, although not custom. 
part the set, resembles the earlier volumes exter 
and serves logical continuation Volume XII, The 
Great Crusade and After, 1914-1928, Preston Slo Lipson, 
son. Dr. Wecter’s “Critical Essay Authorities” 
mentions the aid given him Professor Arthur taken 
Schlesinger, who with Dixon Ryan Fox, now deceased 
edited the set mentioned. 
Wecter’s new book worthy successor the preceding 
volumes dealing with American social life, and written 
with the same care that characterized such earlier 
his The Hero America, and When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home. true that there more 


Wecter’s book than perhaps all the 


with the antics politicians. The title the 
show that. Here are some them: Unions the New 
Reading, Writing, and Revolution. Fourteen such 
u 
ters carry the story from Hoover Pearl Harbor. 


his book, studied socially rather than statistically, but 
facts are there, and generous numbers. The New 
viewed sympathetically, but not without serious 
thing Writing upon such prosaic topic bingo, the 
character informs that “The Catholic hierarchy, which 
upon gambling only the odds were patently 
the own, gave bingo its august blessing parochial 
Protestant ministers, keepers the Puritan 
which taught the sinfulness invoking God’s 
matters trivial chance, often took sterner view 
continued stake their faith upon the collection 
plate” (p. 242). Regarding the Reader’s Digest, are 
that “Its fare ranged from articles quest the 
lining the larger hope, gay life stories the 
halt and blind, mingled with yarns about intelligent dogs 
chipmunks and sedately off-color jokes such one 
might hear after the breaking-up ministerial associa- 
(p. 250). One might wish that few more facts 
were given the chapter concerned with the months just 
Pearl Harbor. Some the paragraphs there are 
misleading, although untrue statements are 
made. should also mentioned that following his 
birth control adds, “Despite relatively 
numbers and limited coverage this campaign re- 
mained one the most significant developments the 
era for the alleviation poverty” (p. 180). 
Twenty-five pages are required for the titles 
evaluations the primary sources used. 
excellent index increases the value this very 
and decidely interesting account drab 
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decade American life. 
Paul Kiniery, 
College Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Lipson, Leslie. The Politics 
sity Chicago Press. May 24, 1948. 520p. $6.00. 
Like the United States, New Zealand democracy. Yet 
are democracies and democracies and New Zealand 
has developed its own type. many respects similar 
its sister Dominions the British Empire. has 
often upper and lower house, premier, gover- 
add nor-general and its officials are elected according British 
not custom. But its similarities the British system are more 
external structure than the spirit which animates it. 
Lipson, who spent eight years teaching political science 
thorities” University New Zealand Victoria, has under- 


governments which have held power. Hence, 
chapters are devoted the electoral system, political 
parties, the cabinet, the premiership, parliament and 
public administration. His treatment sociological and 
professional the sense that stresses statistical in- 
and the conclusions that can drawn there- 
Only the chapters the premiership does 
forsake his coldly factual approach write with anima- 
tion about the men who have dominated New Zealand’s 
governments. 

New Zealand has charted bold course the hundred 
its existence. 1890 there was compara- 
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chiefly concerned with the structure and function the 


tively little social progress because the regimes power 
were devoted privilege and inequality. 
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period which the author calls “Democracy Evolution”. 
But once the Liberal Party gained the ascendancy, meas- 
ures were quickly passed benefit the small farmers and 
the industrial workers. Large estates were divided, ab- 
sentee landlordism was discouraged, land and income 
taxes were substituted for property taxes, technical schools 
were founded, compulsory arbitration courts were insti- 
tuted for settling labor disputes. All this was accom- 
plished nearly fifty years ago. 
The Liberals were succeeded the Reform Party which 
represented the farmers. Now the Labor Party has been 
control for the past twelve years and its program 
frankly socialistic. Poverty has been well nigh eradicated; 
and the government has assumed many functions that 
other countries still belong private enterprise. The 
result that among New Zealanders there equality 
that cannot matched any other democracy. 
obtain this equality certain amount liberty has been 
sacrificed. the United States democracy has been char- 
acterized its devotion liberty, New Zealand its 
passion for equality. The issue before the world today 
how these two essential qualities liberty and equality 
can harmonized democratic society. Reading this 
book will help you clarify your ideas this most import- 
ant subject. With the advance socialism throughout 
the world, Americans would well learn how social- 
ism has actually worked modern democracy. 
The contents and sociological approach this book will 
not make popular reading. recommended for 
students political science and for all those seriously 
concerned with the problem democracy the con- 
temporary world. The only defect the book that 
lacks map New Zealand. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, Illinois 


Stewart, Catherine Pomeroy. Three Roads 
halla. Scribner’s. Aug. 23, 1948. 307p. $3.00. 


Three Roads Valhalla another the subdivision 
historical novels dealing with the Florida scene. 1868, 
the days carpet-bagging and reconstruction, Kate Rider 
arrives with her father Jacksonville where he, New 
Englander, has been appointed commissioner for the wel- 
fare the newly freed ex-slaves. fact, Rider had bee 
chosen for the position one Hains Tolliver, wealthy 
opportunist and exploiter the ignorant freedmen, since 
Tolliver had seen the tippling old attorney fine tool. 
Tolliver’s chief opponent Jacksonville Michael 
Bourne, brusque, hard, and honest district attorney. 
Tolliver and Bourne are also opponents, rather offhand 
and secondary fashion, for the hand the sixteen-year-old 
Kate. Bourne rejected, bit reluctantly, because 
attends more business than amour, and Tolliver, for 
the additional purpose bringing Rider more completely 
under his control, makes Kate the mistress Valhalla. 
Kate’s dominance Valhalla purely nominal; she 
installed something lapdog while actual running 
the estate left the mysterious and malignant half- 
breed woman, Halla. 

Counter-currents and eddies personal hatred and re- 
venge swirl about with the result that Kate made fully 
aware her husband’s evil nature. Tolliver set upon 
the negroes had defrauded, and the way left 
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clear for Kate reconsider her premature rejection 
Michael Bourne. 

Incidental the story Kate the effort George 
Morgan, Bourne’s overseer, recover Valhalla, his right- 
ful property, and marry the half-broken Crockett Wilson, 
his cousin. 

telling the story almost completely from the viewpoint 
the immature Kate, the author enabled touch 
upon the many problems the reconstruction period 
without too much intensity analysis. The historical 
background sketched vividly but with little scope. 
The characters are close stereotypes, familiar from 
other sources once their functions the tale are known. 


The novel makes pretensions other than su- 
perior love story the Cosmopolitan class, slightly 
better. such, can recommended for pleasant 
light reading. 
Clinton 
Brooklyn, New York 
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